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there were strangely attractive qualities in the Aus-
tralian. His easy gait and carriage, his devil-may-care
glance, his simplicity and directness of thought and
speech, and lastly his magnificent fighting spirit,
excited the admiration of Englishmen. At the heels
of the male came the female, equally determined to
give helping hands to the mother-country. Hearts of
gold had these Australian women, going uncomplain-
ingly day after day on rounds of monotonous duty in
hospitals and canteens. They were doing no more
than the women of England : but they had travelled
a long way to perform these menial tasks. Discomfort
and hardship never frightened these gallant souls,
fit mates for a race of virile men.
If untrained yet for the field, the Territorials and
the Australians, in January 1915, were good enough
at least to maintain tranquillity in Egypt, and the
Command, therefore, was in a position to allocate
without anxiety to the defence of the Suez Canal,
the two Divisions * of Indian Infantry lent for that
purpose. India's response to the appeal of Great
Britain for troops on the outbreak of war had been
magnificent. Three Divisions had sailed for France,
that berths on an outward-bound P. and O. were engaged for them
without informing the local agent of the character of the passengers ~.
and at Port Said one morning, under an armed escort of fifty rank
and file, the party arrived. The master of the ship flatly declined to
take the passengers on board unless the escort sailed also. The officer
of the escort no less emphatically announced his intention of em-
barking the men, whether the master agreed or not. He might have
found diiEculty in doing so : for the latter, foreseeing this possibility,
prudently had drawn up the gangways and lined the bulwarks with
quartermasters to repel all boarders. The situation savoured of the
ridiculous, when finally it was suggested that the officer and half
a dozen of his escort should proceed to Australia with the party.
Head-quarters of the AJ.F. did not question the compromise, and
paid the passages of the escort without demur, frankly glad to be rid
of the men at any cost.
1 The loth and 2ist Divisions, known as Indian Expeditionary
Forces (*) and (/).

